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(4) appreciates the participation in the 

Quito Process of the Governments of Argen-
tina, Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, the 
Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Guyana, Mex-
ico, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, and Uruguay, 
and encourages implementation of their 
commitments to strengthen national proc-
esses of documentation and registration and 
to bolster protections for Venezuelan refu-
gees and migrants subject to gender-based 
violence, human trafficking, and xenophobia; 

(5) encourages governments hosting Ven-
ezuelan refugees and migrants, as well as 
international and nongovernmental organi-
zations providing assistance, to ensure that 
health care, including mental health, shel-
ter, food assistance, and other basic services 
are increasingly accessible to women and 
children; 

(6) calls on the international community, 
including both humanitarian and develop-
ment actors, to focus greater attention and 
resources to address the violence, abuse, and 
exploitation suffered by Venezuelan women 
and children, including by disaggregating 
data by sex and age in needs assessments and 
program reporting; 

(7) supports increasing United States diplo-
matic initiatives and humanitarian assist-
ance to strengthen protections for Ven-
ezuelan refugees and migrants and their host 
communities, with an emphasis on the pro-
tection of women and children; and 

(8) underscores the need for Venezuelan 
women to participate in efforts to restore 
democratic governance and address the com-
plex humanitarian crisis in Venezuela. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 376—DESIG-
NATING THE WEEK OF SEP-
TEMBER 19 THROUGH SEP-
TEMBER 25, 2021, AS ‘‘GOLD STAR 
FAMILIES REMEMBRANCE 
WEEK’’ 
Mrs. HYDE–SMITH (for herself, Mr. 

WARNOCK, and Mr. BRAUN) submitted 
the following resolution; which was 
considered and agreed to: 

S. RES. 376 

Whereas the last Sunday in September— 
(1) is designated as ‘‘Gold Star Mother’s 

Day’’ under section 111 of title 36, United 
States Code; and 

(2) was first designated as ‘‘Gold Star 
Mother’s Day’’ under the Joint Resolution 
entitled ‘‘Joint Resolution designating the 
last Sunday in September as ‘Gold Star 
Mother’s Day’, and for other purposes’’, ap-
proved June 23, 1936 (49 Stat. 1895); 

Whereas there is no date dedicated to fami-
lies affected by the loss of a loved one who 
died in service to the United States; 

Whereas a gold star symbolizes a family 
member who died in the line of duty while 
serving in the Armed Forces; 

Whereas the members and veterans of the 
Armed Forces, through their service, bear 
the burden of protecting the freedom of the 
people of the United States; 

Whereas the selfless example of the service 
of the members and veterans of the Armed 
Forces, as well as the sacrifices made by the 
families of those individuals, inspires all in-
dividuals in the United States to sacrifice 
and work diligently for the good of the 
United States; and 

Whereas the sacrifices of the families of 
the fallen members of the Armed Forces and 
the families of veterans of the Armed Forces 
should never be forgotten: Now, therefore, be 
it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) designates the week of September 19 

through September 25, 2021, as ‘‘Gold Star 
Families Remembrance Week’’; 

(2) honors and recognizes the sacrifices 
made by— 

(A) the families of members of the Armed 
Forces who made the ultimate sacrifice in 
order to defend freedom and protect the 
United States; and 

(B) the families of veterans of the Armed 
Forces; and 

(3) encourages the people of the United 
States to observe Gold Star Families Re-
membrance Week by— 

(A) performing acts of service and good 
will in their communities; and 

(B) celebrating families in which loved 
ones made the ultimate sacrifice so that oth-
ers could continue to enjoy life, liberty, and 
the pursuit of happiness. 

f 

NOTICE OF INTENT TO OBJECT TO 
PROCEEDING 

I, Senator CHUCK GRASSLEY, intend 
to object to proceeding to S. 2610, a bill 
to authorize appropriations for fiscal 
year 2022 for intelligence and intel-
ligence-related activities of the United 
States Government, the Intelligence 
Community Management Account, and 
the Central Intelligence Agency Re-
tirement and Disability Fund, and for 
other purposes, dated September 21, 
2021, for the reasons stated in the 
RECORD. 

Mr. President, I intend to object to 
any unanimous consent request relat-
ing to the passage of the Intelligence 
Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2021 
(S. 2610), a bill to authorize appropria-
tions for fiscal year 2022 for intel-
ligence and intelligence-related activi-
ties of the United States Government, 
the Intelligence Community Manage-
ment Account, and the Central Intel-
ligence Agency Retirement and Dis-
ability System, and for other purposes. 

Throughout my time in Congress, I 
have made every effort to promote 
greater awareness and flexibility for 
whistleblowers that wanted to bring 
their concerns to any member of the 
legislative branch. Unfortunately, this 
bill does the opposite, and it further 
codifies existing standard practices 
within the several intelligence agen-
cies to limit whistleblower access. This 
bill would allow whistleblowers with 
intelligence equities to bring their con-
cerns directly to Congress. But instead 
of allowing whistleblowers to bring 
their concerns to any Committee of ju-
risdiction, it limits the Committees a 
whistleblower can bring their concerns 
to only the House and Senate Intel-
ligence Committees. If the goal of this 
legislation is expanding whistleblower 
protections, then whistleblowers 
should be given more avenues, not 
fewer. This means allowing them to re-
port instances of wrongdoing to any 
committee of jurisdiction. 

I also have particular concerns that 
this legislation may inadvertently roll 
back protections for FBI employees 
that under current law, can bring their 
concerns to any member of Congress. 
Under the FBI Whistleblower Protec-
tion Enhancement Act, which Congress 
passed unanimously in 2016, FBI whis-
tle blowers can bring their concerns di-
rectly to any member of Congress. This 

bill would instead require FBI whistle-
blowers with Intel equities to bring 
their concerns exclusively to the Intel-
ligence Committees. 

In some instances this may be a good 
option for some whistleblowers, as well 
as the best way to protect national se-
curity. However, not all matters that 
are classified or that involve Intel eq-
uities are exclusively Intelligence 
Committee matters. There are issues 
that more appropriately fall under an-
other committee’s jurisdiction. For in-
stance, a matter involving Foreign In-
telligence Surveillance (FISA) Courts 
may be more appropriate for the Judi-
ciary committee; likewise a National 
Security Agency (NSA) matter may be 
better heard by the Armed Services 
committees. 

This would align with SSCI’s found-
ing documents which make it clear 
that its jurisdiction does not super-
sede, or take away from, any other 
committee’s jurisdiction. 

For these reasons, I request to be no-
tified before any unanimous consent 
agreement is agreed to regarding S. 
2610, as I intend to object unless the 
bill was joined with an amendment 
that would: 

1. Change the mandatory reporting to 
the House/Senate Select Committees 
on Intelligence to committees of Juris-
diction. 

2. Add a disclaimer that clarifies 
that, when codified, that this bill 
would not place additional restrictions 
on whistleblowers with intel related 
equities and that they retain all of 
their other rights under other federal 
whistleblower laws. 

f 

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO 
MEET 

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I have 
9 requests for committees to meet dur-
ing today’s session of the Senate. They 
have the approval of the Majority and 
Minority leaders. 

Pursuant to Rule XXVI, paragraph 
5(a), of the Standing Rules of the Sen-
ate, the following committees are au-
thorized to meet during today’s session 
of the Senate: 

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 

The Committee on Armed Services is 
authorized to meet during the session 
of the Senate on Tuesday, September 
21, 2021, at 9:30 a.m., to conduct a hear-
ing. 
COMMITTEE ON BANKING, HOUSING, AND URBAN 

AFFAIRS 

The Committee on Banking, Housing, 
and Urban Affairs is authorized to 
meet during the session of the Senate 
on Tuesday, September 21, 2021, at 10 
a.m., to conduct a hearing on nomina-
tions. 

COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL 
RESOURCES 

The Committee on Energy and Nat-
ural Resources is authorized to meet 
during the session of the Senate on 
Tuesday, September 21, 2021, at 10 a.m., 
to conduct a hearing on nominations. 
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